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thy 25 4 Son to the truly Noble Thomas Lord 
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Iſrael. 
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Titer 7% pf \digniries.3, Hebes farbene, they 
Aa the Ciodes, as it may be Zane 3 
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iſh Governors 'Tis harſh. upon any . honeſt Eat 
to ſay, that 4 bath; given he” name of Glories- 
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read; of here, that they, are uncaſy with wicked 


Rulers : No, you will uſually find, chat no People 
Toaſted more of their Loyalty than Hen as come 
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1 . ceiving i e eyes. full of b and ge Cans 
= " _ not" ceaſe from ſin, beguiling le Souls: Tbeſe 
peel great” ſwelling. Imards 7 NY; Leung mens 
| perſont in admiration becauſe of advantage. But the 
1  Glerieithey are not afraid to ſpeał N N 
beet the be who are cal I'd the Glo 75 f Chriſt; 
L =y 4 or the Graces of the" holy Spirit, wy iP op- 
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ie divine laſtitytiotis of the Goſp "they 
—__ " having po ated: the Table of \ the FTA and 
= Mal. i. 12.counted the Fruit of it contemptible,, giving that which 
1 ſea 6 holy to Dogs - Amittiog Men at large without 
Aa Charactef. This is 'foretold/as the great abo- 
W 'tvingtion*in the" New Teſtament," which a vile 
43 beer of Frieſts would be guilty of; Tt bave brought 
P Ry” - - "ento my Santtuary 12 rs ' pRCirCnmer? d. in wt 
== nd i Found, in fieſk, to be in 2 San 
Polare it; even my bouſe, Een + offer my Ps the 
3 "fat and the blood > and they have 5 e Covenant, 
= becauſe of "all ') our \ abammations,* Theſe are the 
= Glorier which tk ey blaſpheme.” Hle purſues'the vile 
_—_ N of thoſe Mea, upon the head of that 
1 Wo ry and Folly with which they carry on their 
Ver. 10. Aale Tbeſe ſp peak evil of ' thoſe things which they 
13 3 721 not, but what rbey know naturally as X hdd Beaſts, 
iu thoſe things they corrupt themſelves,' And to les 
vs ſee that Wickedneſs bath been always the ſame, * 
de gives us out of Antiquity' three-Precedents-of 
þ * 1 chis action. Wo unto them, fer they have gone in the 
/ Cain," Kc gr etdily after che ue Ba- 
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traceth | their: deſcent much higher: The Ori- 
| 'ginal of the Party was Cain, the primitive Murde- = 
fer; next to him they take example from an Ide» _ = 
| later; aud a dealer in familiar Spirits: and their 
laſt Predeceſſors. here mentioned are a rebelliouns 
Crew among the Jews, whom God warn'd in vain, 3 
till the Earth engag'd in the quarrel of Heaven, 
2 upon the opening ef her Month turn d all the 
' Noiſes of Mutiny into thoſe of Yelling. Tho the 
waa of theſe: Men ſtand condemn d in the Bis. f 
ble, yet the things they were guilty of are re= = 
rd and admir'd. There is in our day a Party | 2 9 
that exclaim d. e y Sinners they imitate .; 1. : 
In them we find the Cruelty of Cin, the Treache» 
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i. e as we are told, bey are urmuvers, Complaitts 
eri; and wdlking after i eum Luſts, It is ef a 
much importance to take notice of what theſe 
Men are doing; that one af the oldeſt Prophecies 
in the World refers to them; for Enoch the ſea Ver. 14, 
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cute” Judgment upon all, 2 te cunvince all that rh 
 #ngodly among (them of all their ungodly Deeds which 20 
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which ungodly Sliners have. polen ag ainſt- him. 
I ſhall !confider the Methods IS every one 
knows; they purſue under thoſe three Originals, 
| That are here given us. Tbe temark upog them 
is introduced in a very diſmal way, Wh unto chem, 
which may be underſtood eicher as 3 Wiſh or u S. 
. fence It is the deſirt of an appreſſed People, a2 
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1 Words tell us 5 bad People woll. 
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1 Babylon, bon ant a. be deſtrey d: And when the 
Woes ate unloadedupan the heads of them that 
5 7 all thats: holy;'t and injbre all that's 
dd, then ſhall Glory-cover the Providence, and 
raiſes fl} the Months of all e 7 — it ; 
gg, we give Thanks tu theeſ O Godi Almighty, 
18. wn Art, Dr ard 10 come, bechuſe wav 
: talen to thy ſelf thy ęriat Ng und haſt. Yeigned; 
an the Nations were Wrath is come; 0 
And obe time of ile we e judged; 
un rat "thou ſhoulthſfÞ give reward unto thy Ser 
the: Prophets, and te Ib Saints, and to 3 1 fro oj 
tt Name both ſtall un great, and i pa 
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_ Woes is; that Tho have. aQed accordi N 

Rice of the Men whom God abho 33 bes | 

ye: renewed the Pains of human Nature, and f 
= > comeitito the Examples of thoſe over whom 10e | 
3 Creation groan'd and travail*d.\ In them We may ſee | | 
* the old Crimes of the World teriv'd and im- 6 
1 ꝓtov d. They may call themſelves cherrus Church, | 
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ſevembways. Firſt, they go in the way of Cann; 
which Ggnibes:the Aab and certain Poſition 
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$ ' He . the fatal btrdur of hit py: 
rents, who could behold 4 Virtue in that which 
* oerl. 6, their Maker had forbidden. They ſawither the True 
w good for foidy that it was plesſant te the eye, 
1 ap Tris to be defied to mals one wife ; and there-. 
preſs after Knoyledpe iq their'own way. 
en is a taint of this Yagity in our whole Na. 
ture. The firſt actual wickedneſs we read of isa 
falſe bara The Hiſtorian tells us, that be: 
gt F the Fruit of the ground an offering to th 
# This: ſeems as W "4 to bir ings who 
was «'tiller of the Ground, as Abel 's was, who, being 
| A keeper of Sheep, came with the: firſths 2 biy 
Mee, and the fat thereof. e = were 
_—_ each of thee commanded accepted in the ce 
remonial La which reducd a great many ok 
theſe traditional Services into writing: But ſome 
way or other there was a failure here, for when 
| the Apoſtle ſpeaks:of theſe two Men, in the very 
acc of their Worſnip, he Jooks upon the one 6 4 
Saint, ank the other as a Sinner: 8 it's aid; 
* A that Abel e fer dea mort excellent Sacvifice than Cain, 
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tb ene one, and ſlew bit Brother ; and wherefors 
1 flew be him ? becauſe bis own Works were evil, and his 
Brother's nige In the Book of Geneſis we do 
not read Eber che particular Abomination was, 
but the ſucceſs af it . it evident that ſome- 
2 * 3 thing was very wrong: To Cain, and to bis offerings 
Sold bad not reſpe#: Which he vindicates upon the 
U rules of eternal Juſtice; If then Joſt well, ſhalt tbon 
v. 7. not be accepted ? and if thou deſt not well, ſin lies at 
li the door, So that here was a high provocation in 
= his 'Worſkipz:ſdmething that fell e far ſhort of 
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| they had the Laws of Religion: With the 
| the Morning he reveal'd the beamer of. 
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Mercy, mould throm! in the other discovery, and tell 


| theſe divine Orders Was, as he himſelf, calls it, a 4 


laing well, and that would be accepted; an 3 
ture from them was again ſetting up to ; 
pretending to a, Sate of £o0d and evil: "un ; 
this Cain was. guilty of. | 
None but God himſelf is to determine. the Me- | 
thods of his own. Worſhip, Tho in the Jewim <a 
Religion there was ſuch a ſwarm of Ceremonies, -«« . 
Jet they were all of his 9g rang. Nadab. — by 
Abihu brought ſtrange fire, efore the Lord, ſuch 462 3 
the had not commanded, and fire came out from the 
Lord to devour theme upon e his 


Twill be ſan@ified in them that come nigh. me, and . 
fore all the People will The glorified,' By that Maxim 
raiſed upon that occaſion, you ſee that the ſancti- 
fying of God's Name is not only.a making of him 
the Obje of our Worſhip, but 5 ke g all. the 

' Meaſures of it from his direction. Tho the Laws Ee 
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1 to take under tur Gd? Does not the reason bf tht 
= - _ Contmandment iu the Law ran rhrougg all 
ik proceſs of the Goſpe 11 D Lord thy God 464, 
3 Ba Ged. Ong he it F derne be our care dow, 
1 Heb. at f hat we bave 4 N. en mobel, e 
7 #8, 29. Hod 8 Ba the Argument is The ſam©thit 
* erer it for our Go 54d confi NG 
RL $a — this; muſt we im pute al the Miſeries 
= That bave orerzrun the Chriſtiam W. aorld? Had 
1 Men carried * Authority no farther n. 
© © -Erirhending the Gospel hte CO: 


y ain'd and unimprov'd 
Jen We mould Nr de ge Nac Bude the 


5 Meight of pendF-Paws; perhaps be Tee a . 
7 eh and Sohn had 1 iw the Church: 
4 But the unhappineſt is this, chat People tun into 


*heſe Crimes themſelves and wen chart er en 
ee 1 -othiers. n Heretick is ohe that believes what 
1 ' Chriſt never taught him z and a Schiſthatick is one 
tdtthat eſtablieth what Chriſt never commanded 
8 bim. He is a Heretick that contrives a new Ar- 
<a * ticle of Faith. He is à Schifmatick: that inipo- 
1 th new Terms of Communion, Bur very often 
=_. - penalty of theſe Sins falls upon thoſe that ate 
1 * 1. andi Inbesbat An earn ſt contending fur the Fuich, as 

Chriſt hath left it, and as it was vnde deli ume 
bl As Smints, is Hereſy a keeping ch C nme 
5 urs and unblameable, without any Inventions' of 
mw ſhall be Schiſun' And Oy buvb gens in bs 
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F way of Cain; firſt entertaining Fancies of their 
| own, and then impoſing. them apon others: - 4 
forming their Conceptions of God by the In- — 
| clinations that rule in themſelves, thinking that 4 
be 5s altogether ſuch 4 one as themſelves, that be bath Plal-l. 21) 
| Eyes of Fleſh," and ſeeth as Man ſees : as if the De- Job x. . 
cency and Order of his Worſhip had no better - 
| Rules than what muſt be taken from the Conceitss 
| of a whimſical Prieſt. Tis at this door that all 9 
| Impuritics have come tumbling in. Men bave not = 
regarded the Scriptures as a perfe# Rule of Faith 
and Manners. © One Party deny it in Principle, and 
| the other deny it in Fact. They profeſs to be- 
eye it, and yet will mend the perfect Rule; Which, 
as our Saviour ſays; is making the Commandment , 
| God of no effet. So that by Church - Authority we 
are to underſtand a ſort of Supplement to the 
| Divine Legiſlature. They may indeed plead An- 
| tiquity for this; tis a Practice very early, for 3 
| you fee it was the way off Cain. . > 
' © (2.) Another of that wretched Man's Crimes * 
was Iufidelity: by which 1 mean a want of re- 
gard to the Saviour of the World. He had been 1 
lately reveaPd to them as the Seed. of the Woman, Gen. il. is *Y 
and it's very likely the firſt Courſes of Worſhip _ 
were Sacrifices and Offerings, That's probable. 
from the Clothing that our Parents had of Skins 
| which they took from Creatures thus devoted to 
God. But it's more plain from 4be!'s Obedience; 
he brought the Hrſtlings of his Flock, not as a living 3 
Offering, bat with the Fat thereof: And the Apo-. 
ſtle calls it expreſly a Sacrifice. This was an early Heb- a1. K 
Reference to a Mediator, who in that reſpe& had 1 
been the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World... 
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From the time of the Promiſe there could be no 
coming to the Father, but by him; and therefore any 
|, Devotion that was not founded and guided thus 
| Muſt be wrong, becauſe it did not look like the 
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| Interceſſors, Adyocates that have th 
from — 7 a 1 Church-Conn fſroners, W whoſe 8 
Authority is ſent a hundred. Years äfter them. 
And what a Worſhip myſt that be, that neither 

95 . owns God for a Leg We nor. Cbriſt..f or an. Ad- 
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Seeg of 2.Si Cain wa defi then; | 
_ perhaps his 1 bringing N of the 

Ground cogliſted. ig this, that 92 wes 0 — — 

Nin of 25 great Atonement, as there Was 


n AbePs ;, for We are expreſly t 


at it was 
0 that Abel rg f better 9 


Sacrs Ceo Dy, 1 


22 he Fay 15 © lol unto Fe 
Finiſber pros 5 LES the 

We +4; had a Apen to e as one that ſhould 
oe} : Our bath the ſame regard to him under. 
another Wiege 11 5 e hath. already. ap- 
ar'd. And theref pre to a 1 any thing i into 
our > Devotion that 1 575 5 0 theirs, is a vir⸗ 
Feſus has come. quite 3 Fleſhs 
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i be de berg. S tbet you ſee, what 
| ecarly-care God took, that ſpiritual Employmients 
dal de no Advances to civil Promotions. This 


; artligioas Character. Tis a thing ſo gtoſs aud dig 
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rnei who Wert hofuyt of old orilain d to this Condem- 
vation; 5 532 % el turning the Grate of Gill thts 
" Ii 4 denging the an, 


Another of lis Crimes Was Eavy at a Per. 


' fon better thair himſelf : becauſe the Lord had nos 


on be to him, he mai wroth, and bis Countenants 


Root of Bitterneſs was in lis Heart before. | 


Seeds of all his Rafieour and Impiety; but it as 
Saperſtition, and the Baulk that follow'd if, that 


ſer them all a working; He's impaticut of an 
Slor uporfa Religion his own contriving z an 


the avout of Gecd to Anotber, /which he ought ß 
have delighted in, is the Burden! of his Soul, _ 


Upon this he becomes ſuhen bis Maker, tho be 


js told tat no Favour: in Worſhip ſhould make 


him loſe his'Properfy in the Bath; that he was 
8 baz ſpeaks of, the 
boys. : otion'peve no worldi Titles, nor was 
it to be be The grouid of any Preeminence. Abe! 


by this obtain d witneſs that be wat righteous, bat that 
made him never the greater and nobler: he was 


till no more than the ſecond Son, and God ſu 5 
wh 9 8 rt. +, Aud thou hal? Gen. i 1. 3. 
a 


unto Cain, Unto the: 
rule uber him. He is 


me deference 


World was neuer contri“d to be the Reward of 


Grace; and therefore it is the higheſt N 
tion that cu be committed, for any to ſer hitnſe = f | 


above Authorities and Powers upoli the account 


tant from allithe Iuſti tatious that * 
tut the Perſon aun does it is call d the 
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| fel,” This This put an end to brotherly Love, at 2 
| re Wren wth ſs needful to maintain it. 
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Sia; as if he ought to be known by no dther name, 


1 - 


 andthatbyanExceof Wickedaeſs be had form'd 


RON TUG e ene 
4s have, mention'd this Paſſage [To thee ſhall | 
be his deſire, and thou ſhalt rule over him] you will 
pardon. the Digteſſion, if I lead on your Juſtice . 
and Contempt upon an Interpretation that is 
Fgixen of thoſe words. The Maintainers of Here- 
| They Right think from. this, that God hath made 


a CIO 


8 the Primogeniture ſo ſacred, that no Errors in Re- 
Hlueion, no Violence in Practice, are ever to hinder 
5 it from a Throne. Bat if Men had not ſold them- 

| ſelves to talk nonſenſe, and to do evil, they would 
never have fetch'd-a Concluſion of this nature from 
the. Hiſtory before us, What is there in; thoſe 

- words to ſignify. the Power of Life and Death? 
Iis no more than what was ſaid to Eve with re- 
Se, il. 16. ſpect to Adam; Thy Deſire ſhall. be to thy Husband, 
2 ua he ſbad rule over thee, If the Superiority meant 


CCC ²˙— . ß . 


= by theſe words ſignifies an abſolute Empire in one 
=  __ . place, it-muſt do ſo in the other; which is a Doc- 
_ trige fitter for Marocco than Great Britain; and 
ſhould make one half of the Chriſtian World abhor 
the Preachers of Paſſive Obedience, becauſe by their. 
Arguments they would intail a Slavery upon a 
whole Sex at once, Beſides, it's equally. falſe, that 
Cain by this had an uncontroulable Authority, 
sand was bound to give no account of his Actions. 
Por what they mean by Government could not be 
iin his hands then, becauſe Adam was now alive, 
= - 3nd lived 830 Years after theſe things happen d. 
= And if they think that the eldeſt Son had this Pro- 
3% tection from his Birth, it's more than Cain thought. 
A few ſuch Teachers in his day would have made 
We him eaſy enough, and not at all afraid that who»: 
1 ſeever found him would kill him. There would be 


= fy need of marking him, for he would have been | 
Ms no danger. But indeed we may lock upon ſuch, A 
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ty; it makes him infamous, but not ſecure. 


It had been more to the purpoſe, if they had We, 
pleaded from what God ſays to Cain, that no So- 


lemnities of Worſhip/ ought to be conſider'd as Po- 
litical Qualifications; that the Concerns of Earth 


and Heaven are to be kept aſunder; that we muſt 


not bring the Hire of a Whore and the Price of 4 
Dog into the Houſe of the Lord. Men ſhould not 
take Sacraments. becauſe they are Officers,” but be- 


cauſe they are Chriſtians ; or think that eating the 


Body and Blood of the Lord, is any Preparation for 
eating the Bread of the Government. This had 
been a fairer Inference, but that was a Doctrine 
they were not paid for. Such Profanations as 
theſe are their Livelihood; the Mony they get for 
Adminiſtrations and Teſtimonials, makes them 
filent to one of the greateſt Impieties that ever 


.my People, and ſet their Hearts on their Iniquity. 


+ You ſee, from God's Indulgence to Cain, what 
little reaſon he had for his Uneaſineſs: All his na- 


tural and civil Privileges remain'd intire, and yet 


that does not remove his Wrath, or raiſe his 


Countenande; he is ſtill gloomy and full of Re- 


ſentment. The Diſtinction that Abel had, tho it 


was in a ſpiritual manner, lies fretting and broil- 
ing in his mind; he cannot bear to ſee the Soul of 
another in a flouriſhing condition, tho himſelf 
was the only cauſe of ſtarving his own. And it 
is this that leads on your Miſeries from the 
World. They contradict the very Pretences upon 
which their Superſtition is publiſh'd. If they were 


in earneſt, the reaſon why we have ſo many Holyj - © 


days is to fill up our time with more Religion, 


that we may imitate the Saints whoſe Lives we 
dre call'd to remember. Therefore if bar is what 


8 8 they 


DoBriner as Cain's Mark left upon the head of 
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ve > aim (at; ſhoot think that a whula 
# . Inconrage the un 
they ſee it, whether t 


and Beneficence wherever 
Day is kept or no; bes 
cauſe eb⸗ End is viſibly hin ham! ig but tha they will 


not do; ſo far from it, that they hate and ridiz 
cule that very Seriduſneſs in a living Perſon, which 


they would be thought ro celebrate in a dead one. 


Thus, Forms of Prayer are not only printed, but 


eſtabliſ?d, on purpoſe to promote the Duty; chat 


Nen may be brought to their Knees; and have an 


aliiſtance when they come there. Well, if they 


eas mean honeſtly, they will encourage prayin 3 
tho it be without a Form, and ef, 


where to ſuch Helps are needful: but this is 


N h at as Nonſenſe; it's rail'd at as Blaſphe- 


for nothi 


It ſhall be Schiſm; it ſhall: paſs 


. in the eſteem of Men: And, as they are reſolv'd 
to bad Chriſtianity with#bick Clay, fo the Favours 


they beſtow upon Worſhippers hath no regard to 


Wa dei Seriouſneſs but their Formality, they ate to 


do it according to ſuch US AG ES, or otherwiſe 


they had as good let it alone. Now is it not 


Plain from this, that their deſign is not to pro- 


mote the Duty but the Bool? It is not Prayer it 


ſelf they are rewarding or aſſiſting, but a comple- 


ment paid to their own Inſufficiencies; It would be 
a good charitable Action, if any Man ſhould” pro- 
vide a large number of crucher for thoſe that 


might happen to need them; thus far it is well: 
Dut if that per ſon ſhould reſolve, that no Mortal 
mall come into his houſe without them, "inſtead 
of aſſiſting humane Nature, he reproaches it, and 
makes Lamenefſs a Diguity by Law eſtabliſn d. 
1164s very evident, that there are great numbers 
of People: who exerciſe themſelves to haut 4 Cm. 
 ſeience' void of offinte towards God, and towari Man: 
godly in this pre- 
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yotions ſome: laventions that others do: They 
| bate' qu er 1p that are pO a : Meſh 2 vers 
As Hd F 8 RU E; 23. 
— upon the Iirael of God. i Lo [theſe OY 
Works they are envied of theiv Neighbours. Others 
cannot endure to ſee them fo eaty-in-their Tem- 
pers, ſo enlarg'd in their Duties, and that 25% Bleſs 
ſing: of God. is upon their Tabernactes. | There way 
ſomething that cut the Rulers to the Heart, when 


knowledge of them that they had been with Feſiu. St 
ners never pray at all, or do it in a an 
round of Words, cannot bear the Scorn that te. 
turns upon themſelves, when they obſerve the 
Carriage of thoſe that are more religious. 
by huilding the Ari, candemm d the World" 
hated bim as one that made them lock vile. Th 
is the hard Caſe of good People. If they would 
7 57 and ſwear, and live as without 4 God in the. 
their fair Dealing, their good Temper, their 

great Knowledge ſhall be admir'd : But if there ia 
any thing in their Converſation that ſhows a ſenſe 
of Eternity, it is not to be endur d. Tis from 
hence that all your Lampoons, and Riots, and your 
Anathema's come: the reaſon why you are givew | 
to Satan, is, becauſe. you will not give your ſelves 
ta him, and therefore others are ſo zealous, as to 
do it for you. Tho you leave them in the full 
poſſeſſion of their Honours, yet this praying in 
your Families, keeping the Sabbath as the Holy of thö 
Lord, fometimes rouzes a Conviction which they 
cannot bear. They- ge in the mc of Cain; tho he 
was ſecure that no Religion in 4 would break 
in upon the Laws of N Nature, yet his wn en 
continues, And, 

( He compleats bis Wickedneſs i in e 
ing an innocent n. Thus you ſe oo fr 
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5 bende lend den was ever ſhed fell in Howour 
=. to Superſtition. ;-Perſecution is the leading Crime 
that we read of after the Fall; the firſt Fruits of 
A that rot of Bitterneſs, whereby. we are all defild. 
. The Anſwer, that God had given Cain might have 
| _.  fatisfy'd him, and been his DireQion for the time 
= to: come, eſpecially if that Interpretation of the 
WMords is juſt which ſome very learned Men have 
3 given us. "If thou-doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accep- 
= ted ? and if thou doſt not mel, Sin lies at the Door - 
F „. e, ſay they, the Sacrifice for Sin is before thee z 


RP ink 
1 * thou art to remember, as an Offender, the great 
2 - Propitiation of which I have lately ſpaken, and 


#8 bring thy next Offering with a regard ta that. But 
iünſtead of hearkening to this gracious Counſel, he 
follows one Wickedneſs with another. He hath 
no thoughts of making his Peace with God, or 
being content with a ſuperiority over his Brother; wy 
_ = but takes him inte the Field, and there aroſe and 
dee bim. Oh miſerable effect of humane Inven- 
tions in the Worſhip of God l Is it this that heo- 
ple 8er by aring mn oxpiels Laws of Hea- 
Ven moch es Menn A i 1101420 1 5 
Perhaps Cain had no Murderia tical, when he 
firſt —— his Offer ing unto the Lord. He 
thought by taking a way of his on to lay God un- 
der an Obligation. This fails, he +36. firſt he 
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j isſwelld with vain Imaginations, and then with bi 
- furious Paſſion; and, like a Man that's got into a hi 
= ' * wrong way, every ſtep he takes ſets him farther ſu 
= off, He's impatient that his Brother ſhould keep 6 

ſo cloſe to the Inſtitutions; and fare ſo well forwit 3 2 


and therefore, no leſs will ſerve him than ſhedding 
the Blood x that Diſſenter.- So that here you ſee: 
PpPeerſeention in a lineal way. Ir begins with Will. 
= - worſhip, and it ends in Murder: as. it, proceeds 
from a want of Reverence to God, ſo it raſeth out 
3 11 r that . 10 we” i 
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thoſe that are angry at the miſcarriage oF à Cere- 
| mony; The diſpute about the time of £ after, made 
done half of the Chriſtian World excommunicate 
the other, Thus it was in the laſt Age among our 
Fathers. Holy-Days, Faſts, and Feſtivals, that 
God never appointed, are to have a ſtri& Obſer va- 
tion; but the Lord's-Day is prophan'd by 4 Book 
ef Sports, that was order'd to be read upon 
it; and moſt ſevere Penalties followed thoſe who 
would dare either to preach or hear Sermons in 
the Afternoon: ſo zealons are Men for their own - 
Devotions, ſo indifferent towards God's! There 
were no Offices erected to protect the Lord's-Day 
from abuſe and contempt ; but the crime of re- 
membring it was to be puniſh'd by the Courts of Fo 
 Star-Chamber, and High-Commiſſion : Ways as bar®= - 
| barons to our Laws, as they are ſcandalous to the .4 
| Goſpel. Neglecting Days of Man's appointing, 
and obſerving that of God's, drove vaſt Multitudes 
out of the Country, and ſent them, with the ut- 7 
moſt danger, into foreign Parts, in hopes of en= 
joying that Purity ine Heathens -D 
which they could not have with Fellow-Chriſtians; 4 
and, had not the Lord at that time leſt 4 ſmall 9 
3 45 the whole Glory had departed from I- _ 
berſecution is a crime, that ſeems too deep "for 
human Nature ; tho it is vile enough, yet we may 
ſuppoſe it would hardly go the length that it does 
| without a Provocation, if, as the Apoſtle ſays, - 
it was not ſet on fire of Hell. We have it aſcrib'd Jan ul; 66 
to certain infernal Springs: it is ſaid, chat Cain 1 Joh. . 
was of thet wicked one, and ſtew bis Brother. As - 
Abel gave a Teſtimony to his belief, that the Seed 
of the Woman ſhould break the Serpent's Head ſo 
Cain ro Ih the other part of the Prediction, mp 4 
that the Serpent ſhould bruiſe bis Heel. TWO ; 
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© the firſt Original of that Spirit, that rageth againſt 
1 the Duty and Bleſſing of th. Day 3 who it is that 
lead them the way to deſpiſe God's Appointments, 
to envy and murder his People. As a tranſition 
1 from this Precedent to another, ſuffer me to re- 
= turn upon what you have heard, with a tew Heads 
= | of Application. „ TT ON „ 6 46h Lk ; 
a 1. Vou here ſee from what vile Antiquity, all 
the Maxims of Superſtition and Perſecution are ta- 
ken. Tis a poor flouriſh of the Papiſts, when 
= they talk of the long-ſtanding of their Church. 
=.  TImafraidit's very antient in moſt.of its Abomina- 
tions; and it's like another Church, that, without 
= Ezek,xxii. all doubt, had a divine Original; but he that form d 
3 it had no mercy on it, for we read what he ſays to 
= her that was old in Adulteries, If that's all that they 
= - _have.to ſhow, they may give Murder and Treache- 
ry the preference. Indeed, there is a lineal Suc- 
ceſſion that belongs to them, and all thoſe who fall 
in with their cruel Meaſures, and that is of Vanity 
in the-Worſhip of God, and Barbarity to ſuch as 
differ from them, and this may be aninterrupted for 
| ought I know. I'm afraid there never was any Age 
without ſome, who would pretend to make Laws 
=. for Chriſt, and Racks for his People. God looks upon 
1 this guilt as a continu'd thing; for, ſays our Lord, 
Mau. xxiii. The Blood of all the Prophets which was ſhed from the 
3. Foundation of the World, from the Blood of Abel to the 
= Blood of. Zacharias, who periſhed between the Altar 
* and the Temple, ſhall be required of this Generation. 
=  -— Thus charg'd and loaded did God find his own. 
People, and therefore. deſtroy'd that Temple 
that had been the Seat of Vanity, and the 
5 Skreen of Murders. And to this ſad Intail does 
ih another Church ſucceed, as we are told, that in 
e. win. her mas found the Blood of the Prophets and Saints, 
„and of all that were ſlain upon Earth. And is it from 
r that ye pfetend to derixe an Authority? 115. 
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| Ie Ponte Tories. „„ "es 
' pity we ſhould talk at this rate. Wbstbeb thilgs'? - 
| bath been any Interruption to the train of our OG - 
dinations from the times of Fopery to this Day, J 
Boy not; but if there hath; 1 ſhould think it the | 
ppier Caſe; that God ſeems to begin again, and 
05 away the Reproach that for ſeveral Ages ham 4 
been left upon the Miniſtry. + - - _ 
= This calls us to a diſtance from thems Gree 200 U 2 
from _— them, and touch no unclean thing. We 17. _ * 
* 707 have healed Babylon, and ſbe is not healed ; let Jer. Pa ? 
1 us flee from . leſt we be part alers of her Plaguer, | = 
| This is the Voice both of the Old and New Teſta- . 
y ment, and ſuited'to the Caſe both of the Old ang 
New "Babylon : And it's what we may ealily deduce» 
) 


„ Þ© 


8 


from the Story of Cain. He himſelf was /epurate* - 
from the Face of the Earth, but his Poſterity 14 in- 4 
to a vaſt Acquaintance with thoſe who Laie to 
have valued their Diſtinction at a higher rate. The Gen. v. 25 
Son of God that deſcended: from Seth, came to the 5, 134% = 
| Daughters of Men, and made a heedleſs choice of 8 4 
: Wives, till che whole Earth was corrupt, and fill with 
Violence; and then, ſays God, when Profeſſors and 
7 profane were confounded te ether, the end of all 
Fleſh is come before me. Theſe unguarded Jumbles = 
brought 4 Flood upon the World of or ungodly; and . 


od 

— 
Ms 

* 


this ſtands upon Record, to the intent that uwe 
ſhould not luſt after evil Things, as the alſo luſted. J 
Be not deceived, ſays the Apoſtle, evil: Communica- 1 Cor, rr. 1 
tions corrupt good Manners. Religion uſually loſeth 3 


by thoſe Ventures. We have had three Popiſn 
Matches in the laſt Age, every one of which „ 
brought a Train of Sorrows, firſt to the Nation,, 


and then to the Princes who were thus unequalʒ 
yoked. To the Bigotry of a Wife did one fall a 28 
Martyr, and another a Fugitive: As if the Re- 1 
ſentment of Providence would take aim at thoſe 4 


who dare to diſobey ſo plain a Law. Tis nd 
| FA ang after this. . that Civil War 2 1 9 


ien e e Aſlaſinations,zand 1 


4 ny K looſe the Bands from her Nel. 
= Tis thus we have found Religion worm'd 


all chat to the Iadolence, or the Enmity of a Wife; 


c. vi. runs, What Communion bath Light with Darkneſs, 
L 34, 15 and Chriſt with Belial, the Temple of God with Idols, 
F or he that believes with an Infidel f Whilſt Cain kept 
building and muddling himſelf with the Cares of 
the World, there's no hatm done to the. pious” 
Rage. When Enos the Son of Seth was born, 


They form'd a full Separation from the curſed Fa- 
milz that were under an intail of Blood; but when. 
= ; theſe Bars were broke, it let in a Flood of Wick- 
az edneſs, and that a Flood of Water. _ 
3. Let us obſerve how the Hand of God bath 
gone ont 4ganf} the Authors of theſe lmmoralities. 
Cui indeed was covet'd from a capital Stroke; 
1 9 ive The Lord ſet a mark upon bim, leſt any one that found 
bi ſhould ay bim. And he's the only Perſon 


1 1 
% 3 
3 


* e here ai Law that accepts not the Perſon of. Princes, 
nir regards the Rich any more than the Poor : he that 
1 ſheds Man: Blood, ly Man ſball bis Blood be ſhed, 
A Monarch that is not above the Guilt, is not a- 
. BY xx. bove the: Puniſhment, Blood defiles the Land; and. 
0. 
= but the Blood of him that ſlew him: Solomon, who. 
mam sas inch as any one che peentiar Treaſure of: 
Prov. Kings, lays. it down without a limitation; He 
* einer eee «ſons nn, 


* 


5 E the Arrows of Death fly abroad; till the Juſtice 
of God ſtirs up the — ms of Men, and makes 


out of Families: Men, whoſe Fathers fear d the 
Lord, and walked in his Ways, make a Sacrifice of 
and ſo revive the Guilt of Judas to ſell their Sa- 


ö 4 ok © - vigur. over again for ſome pieces of Silver. Tis 
upon this very head that the Apoſtle's Argument 


e. began. Men to. call upon the Name ef the Lord: 


that ought to have been ſo protected; for we 


hing can clean ſe it of the Blood ef him that's ſlain, . 


ee ==» . 20 
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mi Primitive Trio" 2 
| tothe Pit, and let no. man ſtay him. And leſt- ve 2 
* ſhould think that Throaes uy their exception 1 
to this Fate, he tells us in the ſame Context, A, Aver. 1% 
| rearing Lion and 4 rangiag Bear, ſo it\ «wicked Ruler 4 
over 4 poor People. Till Cain, had a divine guard. 
' he's under a fear that gvery one who found him 
would ſlay him: he imagin'd there was ſomething = 'Y 
in his Crime, that would touch the Rage of all tba 
heard, it; and ſo it would, for as God. ſays; Ir“ 
Earth criss againſt thee, which hath oed her mowh. .32 
ts receive thy Brother's Blood at thy hand. Phere is 
| a Voice ia the ſilent parts of Nature againſta\Mur- - 
derer. God himſelf will wake inqusſition for Bld, 
and hath told us, in the day of Son's Deliverance; 
more cauer: ber Sainz. 444. 
Where the Guilt of the ri Maſſacre, tze 8 
greateſt Wickedneſs that hath been committed! - Rp 
this hundred Years, and the main Scandal! of Forty: 
One, is to be charg'd; by whoſe Contrivance Twe 4 
Hundred and Sixty Four Thouſand were kill'd, is to =— 
moſt People a Secret: The Heaven for height, and 2 
the Earth. for depth, and the Heart of Kings it mms: 
ſearchable. - But it's eaſy to ſee, that eur God wilt: 
not be moc led. Captivity; Beggary, and Death 
came ſweeping among the Party, to fulfil che Vewe ... 
geance of the Lord, even the Vengeance of bis Tem» 
ple. To whom thoſe various Murders in the two 
next Reigns were owing, of ſome by Ruffant, of 
others by Furies, we cannot tell at large: but Pro- 
vidence follow'd the Crime of Cain; with ſome⸗ 
thing of his Fate, making the Man that did it 4 
Fugitive and Vagabond in the Earth; carrying the 
Mark of an empty State in his Forehead, and 
branded with the Majeſty that protected him. 
To the ſeveral Ingredients of Caiv's Temper; Cows 
ardice, Deſpair, and unrelenting Cruelty, do W—¹ £ 
owe the Mercy of this Day. The Hand of en WW 
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3 | * 1 Prieſts, "We the Lu 
ij te Coli ſel 1 — — down, and ſhatter'd in a moment 
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. EI vii. er 4 Fan. Indeed 'the Children art come to 
I n birth,” bus" "there 5s not es to bring je 5 
1 where? 


vor Goſpel, but as the Court was pleas'd to give 
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* bath Sees ſeen in taking to pietes the 
whole ſtory n ity, that was the Labour of 
of Rinks. He hett epg 


\ 


what they had been rearing up for ſome Ages. 

4. Let us admire the Goodneſs of God, that 
hath ſuffer d their Cruelty to go ſuch great lengths, 
and yet prevented it of maling '« « ful end. 'Surtly 


3 Au. the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſe thee, and the remain- 
4 30 dier of that Wrath 'ſhalt thou reſtrain. He hath 


== i, raiſed himſelf another” Seed, inſtead of Abel whom 
SGSiain ſtew. What Swarms of learned and ſerious 
Ferſons were driven abroad in the time of King 

James and Charles the Firſt? That Family al- 


1 r Ways began their Reign with Perſecution in ſome 


8 other; either in Acts of Uniformity, or 
. to prevent ' Occaſional Conformity: ſo that, 
long before this time, they had promiſed them- 

ſelves that the Nation would neither have Law 


them. And yet, after ſo many Maſſacres and 
Murders, when we thought our Champions and 
our Cauſe had breath d their laſt together, Fude- 
ment hath return d to Righteouſneſs. Tho the Rem- 


1 þ nant of the Houſe of David hath been poor and 
l. mayi, few, yet they have taken root | downwards, and 


= 32. guns orth fruit "upwards ; it was the - Zeal of the 
' Lord of Hoſts that did this, In Freland we have the 


beſt Remains of Proteſtant Courage, where there 
' hath been the greateſt Expence of Proteſtant 
Blood. God bath taken away from Perſecution 
its waſting Quality: "The Buſh bath. burner, and not 
been con ſumed. Nay, in France it ſelf, Which ſo 
Itely Was in enmity with aff Truth, Evangelical, 


| =. Political; and Moral, God is raiſing up” 4 Seed to 


ferve bim, and ſuch as may be accounted 10"the Lord 
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Ha ift ep pur Fraper for the. Remnant that is | 
| left, plead, with bim that Promiſe, Shall I bring cb 1 
16 the, birgh, and nos cauſe 10 bring, forth, ſaith the - 2 

Lord. "I Tis a mercy that the Do Dostine of of the Gal. 
leys is zot into the Court, .and there are ſo many © 
Witneſſes to- that \Trath: in the Chair, which o- 
thers have confeſs d upon the Ra. As for thoſe | 
who diſcourage this Work among, our ſelves, al! 
are unwilling that any ſhould take the Goſpel, 
without a regard to human Eſtabliſpments, they 
are gene in the way of Cain. This is the firſt of _ 
thoſe Precedents that my Text lays before y Jou, f 
5 Paketes Arete and "nn Joe is * 4 


unto it. 5 | 0 | £3 425 


$7 


fb E151 387 


old It is ION Laid, that they run pkg after. * 
Error of Balaam for # Reward: Where you fee, . f 
firſt, «their, Pattern ; ſecondly, their Spirit; and. 
thirdly,: their Motive,... +: Their Patterns is the El- 
ror of Balaam; not merely bis Cunning, his Learn- 
ing, and great Fame in the World, for theſe were 
above 12 imitation; but the Error, the gros 
and fooliſh part of his Life. As to their Temper © 
of Mind, they. ran greedily, as if they knew no 
bounds or moderation ; but the Aotive that they 
do- it upon clears, up all that, it is for a Remard. 
Balaam s Crime conſiſted of two things: Firſt, 
bis Attempt to curſe Iſrael 3 and ſecondly, bis 
Device to pollute them. 

(I.) Balaams Attempt. to curſe the people of 
God was his Error. Under this Head L will ny 
.you, 5 Kenn unn 
1. What bis Methode y were. A ral; wag 
: Pa His running RES into em. 

+ 5 1 Lag rene $91 and. wo lineal dar- 

ceſſors do ĩt in pr e 
e here are l D thet Hot — 5 "tag "I 

Deen. of curſing. Ie 2 ii 4 172 - 4 
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1 Wb ue yok too like" rhe Profiice of thoſe, Who 
100 N. re always acting againſt -our Government and Li- 
HDerties, Vou may take the following Particulars 
4 ”  -, Sothas the Monuments of his A oy 
The Patterns of theirs. - ; 
Iſt, His ſeeking to An eee #2744124 
Lay, His varying the Forms and Places of Ops. | 
_ ration,” NTT 
_ *' - 434, His fincylng what God wight be won into 
3 the Gauſe by thoſe Arts of 
= © aff, The Way that he took was an Brrar, 1 in 
making uſe of Enchantments. How far that 
"was really. an Art, and what leave God might 
give to the Succeſs of that Study, we cannot ug 
It ſeems as if a great deal of the Learnin 
conſiſted" in It. But if it was fo, — 7 
113 6 e above the reach of thoſe Sciences. Theres 
Rom. xi. nothing in them to guide the Gifts and Calling of 
„„ God, that art without repentance. Shall his Favour 
KB to a people, Which is laid in a Decree, be diſſolv'd 
in a Cb? No, whatever might be done elſe- 
mn Where, chere was no Divination againſt Jacob, nor 
Euchanment againſt Iſrael; Suppoſing that the 
Art had ſome influence on lower bee, can it 
gnmiee rules to Infinite Perfection? No, be makes 
wrde Dienen mad, and their Cuunſel fooliſh. 
_  -» And are thoſe Meaſures any better than Conju- 
'$ ring that Popery leads us into, for the Succeſs of 
3 2 Q(Cauſe ? * 8 muſt be Proveſſions, which is'car- 
1 around heed ſtreets the Image of a Saint, or 
d Body of Chriſt; às if it was not 
b bs — to pers him afreſh, unleſs they put bim to 


4 bs £ 


3 5 open ſhame. And this is to procure his Favour, 
. Who bas told us chat their Stoct ii a Doctrine of Va- ; 
F "ity. How much better are the Directions that he hi 


. 13 has given us, to weep between the Porch wit the 1 Vz 
17. "tay, 1 to ven rend ou Hearts an not o ' Garments, ' and ſe 


| 13 1 be Lord e feel Meeker and to 445 f 
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Eee . thai we may be hid in obs 1 5 af the 9 
Anger; to give 22 to the Hungry, 410 wi 9 
then ſhall our Ligbt riſe in Obſcurity, and our Darke" 10 = 
neſs be an the Noon di? What a piece of - 1 90 = 
pery have. we had upon the Victory over the'Twrks. : 
a year ago? Firſt, the Pope, after inquiry in 
Heaven, finds it was beſtow d at the Interceſſian “x 
the Illuftriout Mother of God. A Story from thẽ 
Turks themſelves would really bave been better | 
told about the Interceſſion of Mahomet, becauſe - 
then we ſnould have known that the Sex was right! 
After this he ſends. a conſecrated Hat to the Vico 
rious Prince who headed the Imperial Army. Tbis, 
he tells him, was replete mh Heavenly Virtues g 
But if there was not a Heavenly Virtue of ano -- 
= ſort, his Head had been but poorly cover d in 
be Day of Bartel. Thus the Methods they tod in 
England: wanted nothing of Matcheraft but the 
cunning. There was a Prince to be ſome way or 
other procur'd ;.and tho no they talk of it a 4 
common Birth, yet at that time they would ſuffer 
it to paſs far no leſs than a Airacle. It was: uſual; | 
for em then to aſcribe it to a Royal Preſent that 
went to Loretto, and a little Church- Bawble that came 
from it. By theſe Stories was the Nation to be = 
cured of a "ſpreading jealouſy. The Poems, ad. 
dreſſes, and the Sermons of that. Day declare the = 
intemperate Confidence of the Party. Thus gree- = 
dily have they run after the Error of Balaum rt 
a, Reward. We may with the more Contempt 
reflect upon thoſe aſſuming ways, ſince the late „ 
Mercy that God has given us of a young Prince in +2 
the Royal Family; where there was 10 Turn to 1 
ſerve a Birth, and no Birth to ſerve a Turn. 
: 2dly, Belrom vary'd the Forms and Places 41 
his Enchantments. Firſt he goes to God in pri- 
vate ; then, when he comes to Bail, he muſt have = 
r n The King 7 by = 
and —_— 
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= 1 | fa by ba Burnt-Offrringy whilſt the AQor goes 
1 + to meet the Lord youder.” Hu Mountain will not 


that he ſhould 


could prevail upon the Great God. 


FD 


ne Pane „n 


do, and therefore he takes another. And yet the 
Anſwer is always the ſame; for God i not 4 Man 

yes nor the Sin of Min that he ſhould | 
repent. He ad received a' Commandment to bleſs, 
and could not reverſe it. Now the Duty we comply 
with in order to a Bleſſing, is eaſy and unentan- 


18 gled. If God bedges up our way with Thorns, that © 


we cannot find our Paths, we ſhould lay aſide the Re- 


| ſolation, from an opinion that it is wrong. But. 


34ly, With theſe things Balaam fancy d that he 
He took true 
pains for his Wages; till, at laſt, he's quite wea- 


ses. ry d out: 3 he ſaw that it pleaſed the Lord to 


bleſs Iſrael, be ſongbt a more for | Enchattments. 
This indeed is- whit the Enemies of our Religion 
are not yet come to. They ſtill imagine ſome miſ- . 
chief may be done; as if they were of ae minds 
'I ſhow ther the utter met part of the People, perad- 
venturt it may pleaſe the Lord thou mayſt curſe me 
them fromtehince, They will run into ſmall Villa- 
- nies rather than ſt ick out; but how vile an opinion 
muſt they have of the Great God, to ſuppoſe that 
be has any pleaſure in Fools 60 "That ich « will ſee 
from the next Head: For, | 
. They rar greedily ifter this Error of B of how. 
He himſelf did 2 headed againſt all the Oppoſi- 
tion of Providence, as if he thought to have 
brought God himſelf to Non - Reſiſtance. Firſt, 
he is expreſiy order d not to go at all, becauſe the 
People were bleſſad. This he ſubmits to, and talks 
like one in earneſt, when he ſays, F Balak would 
a me his houſe- full of Silver and Gold, 1' cannot go 
eyond the Word of the Lord. If all that would not 
fetch him, the Princes who came upon the Errand 
might truly think there was ſomething in the way. 
Secondly, Are Nene eee 
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| - Then; he is joduly'd in, going, but his Topgue is 
aden Man, von ſee, was ſo hot in we. 
is 


the purſuit. of his Wages, that go be wil, tho be 


BM knows beforehand he ſhall ſay notbing/ tothe pur= + | 


* 


firſt word of, leave, becauſe the Angel of the Lo 


reſented his going, and ſongbt #0 bill bim lj ibe way- 3 


And, Fourthly, the. Scripture has obſery*d; that 


the dumb Aſs. ſpeaking with Man's Voice,) fonbad the 2 Pet. i 8 : 
madneſs - of... the” Prophet. And, Fifthiy, after all 16. 


this, be miſcarries in ſeveral Attempts: fo tho- 
rowly did he follow the M. ages of Unrighteouſniſs. _ 
. . ' Through all theſe Impedimeats, that have been 
caſt up by the Hand of God, bas the Enemy-pur- 
ſued the Deſolation of our Country. No Warn- 
ings of Providence, no Diſappointments of a Plot, 
no Defeats of Armies, have drain'd the rebellious 
Temper. This is not from any Greatneſs of Cou- 
rage; for, "por , oppoſition, they are always as 
ready to quit 


* 


eing given ap 19 frong Deluſine, they believe 6 Lye, 
amned. , One would imagine 


that they all, may. be 
by the Teſtimony of Scripture, and the Sufferiogs 
of their poor unthinking Afob, in the Streets and 
at the Gallows, that God had given them luſtroc- 
tion with as much variety as he did Bim, both 


by the Voice of Angeli, and the Groans of as. - 88 
rors 


ſo greedily, is the Reward - Not that which Mo- 
ſes. had reſpe& to, but they hope to be paid for do- 


Jog ill. As it is ſaid of Balaam, He loved the Wa- 2 rer th { 
n of , Unrighteouſne[s. An Heart they have exerciſed 145 15 I 


with covetou Practices, curſed Children, who bave 


. forſaken the right way, and are gone aftray. Bat in 


that he was miſtaken, and ſo ſhall they be; as I 


will ſhew/you, by conſidering, his ſeveral ExpeRa- 


* 
tions. | 
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the Cauſe as they are to take it. 
Bat they ad in Foliticks as they do in Divinity; 
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additional l was able fa 


Hnbur, Tho, if he could be ſo — it was 
Pity it ſhould riſe upon the Ruin of à Peop 


e, Who 
d dohe him no harm. This was a vile Return 


for ali the Learning and Fame that God had given 


him, to involve a Multitude, of eighteen handred 
thooſand, in à Deluge of Mifery, merely for the 


Ts Frelling of his Eſtate, and the brightning of his 
Name. But this was the Error of Balaam. All his 
Schemes of Vanity are blaſted: The Eord put a 


word into hits mouth, and made him ſay: things! that 
'were” quite out of faſhion: Inſomuch that Balak | 
tells” him plainly, Heaven had ſpoipd him for a 
Favodritè: Ze! I thought to have promoted thee to 


; diets) hut the Lord has kept thee back from Honour. 


Thus have we ſten the Enemies of our righ- 
teous'Cavſe become the Sport of an awful Provi- 


dence; toſs d up into Places, on Jurpoſe to be 
37 belli tumdled down again. A Dream whit one awakes, 


fey. 1 when thou awaleſt, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their 
a They are follow'd by the ſame Crouds in 
770 perity and Adverſity, who are cringiug one 
Week, and inſulting the next. Sometimes he ex- 
poſes a Piece of Stage-Pageantry 3 takes an aukard 
Figure af Nobility for 4 Sample how ridiculous 
the Spirit of Ambition is; lets him walk in 4 


5 Pei. vain ſhew, till Men cla 75 their hands at hum, and biſs : 


him out of his place. That Maxim will controul all 
the Patents, Policies: and Combinations in the 
World ; Thoſe that honour me I will honour, and they 


We” © that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteem d of me: Ha- 
+ man, Whom the King had already ſet above the 


Princes, was in paid to be ſtill higher; but Provi- 
dence gives him his fill of Advancement upon a 


5 of fifty Cubits. 0 10-669 40 


2. Perhaps he thought the Succeſs of bis Deſi zen 
a bert * the Reward, e this would fix the 
: +4 | . Fame 
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Fame with which he was always ſpoke'of : '7 wr + 

that he whom thon hleſſeſt is bleſſed, and he whom'thou © © 0 4 

tur ſeſt is curſed,” There's a pleaſure that wicked 1 

Men have in Cruelty; They pant aſter the Duſt of Amos f. . ''Y 
the Earth on the head of the 2 If he coald have | 

| breath*d a Deſolation upon 1/rael, he had done the 

work for Satan all at once, and might have been 

proclaim'd as chief Miniſter of State to the Great 

Deſtroyer. But this was his Error, and ſo he 

found it: The Lord our God turn d the” Curſe into an 

Bleſſi 8 

eee Controul tas ihe Malice of our "0 

Enemies come under. They thought to have de- pal. l. 

ftroy d the Foundations, and then what could the Rig. 
* 3 But the Lord is in his holy Temple; the 
Lord's Throne is in the Heavens; bis Eyes behold; his 
Eye-lids' try the Children of Aan, Tue Lord tries. 

the Righteou; but the Wicked, and him that loves vio- 
lence, his Soul hates. He has inverted all their Po 
licy,” and turn'd their way upſide down. By dri: 
ving ſo furiouſly, they came the ſooner to the end ⁶ 
of their Chain. 1 may obſerve under this Head. 
That the late Laws which ad vanc'd ſo far into a 
ſcandalous Perſecution, have had this effect, to diſ- 
cover what theſe Men have always meant by their. r 4:2 
Cry for the Church. The main Schiſm they were for 
preventing, was in a Succeſſion to the Crown; and 
thereforè the Enemy expected from the ſame Per- 

ſens, that they ſhould bripg their Bi into Parlia- 
ment, and their Forces into the Field- And in- 
deed their Courage is as remarkable as their Wiſ- 

dom, Such as extended that Law to Ireland, have 

by the Voice of the Nation been declared 75 raitors 

to their Country, and Enemies to the Proteſtant 
Religion, And had we been wiſe enough to under. 

ſtand the things that belong to our peace, we might 

have had an bappy Improvement of the late Trou- 

bles, and turn d the e into a * ng. _— a 125 | 
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„ bene ar it were brought forth Mund; we haue 2 
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_ 2 c 
Wt. e Inhetirants af. the World fallen. ; © 
= Who they are that have dene che. Hth - of the 

"Rind deceitfully, and. ſpoil'd a Cauſe that he has 

made glorious; by what Means the | Enemies. of 

4" > Country axe let looſe, and the hearty Friends 

1 _ of it kept in their Bonds; is under the We 

ral. 5. verſion of a wife Providence. And when tþ the 
bbuave turn d afide mw their crooked Way, are DET forth 

3 with che workers ef Iniquity, when their Lives go for 

auch as hey bave ſpared, whom God appointed out for 

= Zephi. p. Deftruttion, then ſhall Peace be upen Iſrael. H. 

= will puniſh all them that leap on the Threſhold, and fil 

their 3 auſes with Deceit and Violence. Here 
was an Opportunity to make the Government we 
are under ſecure to it ſelf, and glorious to all the 

World, by ſtrengthaing the Hands of the King 

8 Who rules over us; that, according to his Incliga- 

2 Sam, tions, he may be 5 juſt, r ruling in the fear of God. 

. 3, 4. Then he ſhall be as ** Liebt of the Morning, when 

the Sun riſes, even a Morning without Clouds; as the 
tener Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth, by 4' clear 

Ver. 6, 7: ſhining after Rain, But the Sons of Belial are al of 

"ems as Thorns: thruſt away: They will come into no 
Meaſures, they cannot be taken with hands; but the 
Man that ſhall touch em muſt be fenced with Iron, and 
' the Staff of 4 Spear, and they ſhall be. utterly burnt 
wit h Fire in the ſame place. Which leads me to the 
laſt Error of Balaam, upon the Head of his Re- 
ward. L 

2» He, at leaſt, thought himſelf ſecure from 
any Puniſhment; and therefore, when he had * 

. -as far as he could towards doing the Miſchief, 
_ cunningly retires out of harms-way: © He win - 

bis place. But, in that he is miſtaken, for a ſecret 
Vengeance follows him, that will not fame fo 
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resse rose 


ler. 3 3 to Religion, and the 2 N 5 
2 of Mankind, does not find it ſo eaſy. to eſcape. 
ave | There is 4 Judge in 
nad unte the rend. The Lord God bf Recompences. 
will ſurely requite. Tho band joins in band, the" 
Wicked al. not be unpuni ſh d. You' ſee what a Re- 
ſentment he had of the Ways that wert taken a- 
; gainſt his People; be orders the Children of Iſrael 
to der the Midianites, and ſmite *em + And one of 


d of Midian. And in their Executions it is 


got, it is repeated i in another Hiſtory. Thus lit-Joſb- xi 
die did he ſucceed in curſing of Iſcael. Howerer, 
God would have the Deſign remember'd for two 


, ſy over thoſe People, whoſe Predeceſſors had 
ſo wicked. They read in the Book of Moſes,N6. ail 
and therein was found written, that the Ammonite i, 2 
and the Moabite ſhould not come into the Congregas\ 
tion of the Lord for ever; becauſe they met nor Ihe 
Children of Iſrael with Bread and with Water, but 
hir d Balaam againſt em that he ſhould curſe em. 
And; Setondly. this was to be: a Monument of 


Balak he King of Moab. id, and what Balaam the 
Son of Beor anſwer d him, from Sbittim 7 Gilgal, char 


(2) He had more Succeſs in defiling of Iſrael :* 
He laid the Snares of their 'Debauchery, and that 
led em to the Idols of Mob. Superſtition: is 
oftentimes call'd Fornication in Scripture, becauſe\ 
one of theſe Vices have a natural Influence on the 


the Daughters of Moab, and they call'd em tb Sas 2 

crifice of their Gods; and they did eat and bam down 

tte their God., and Iſrael Join d himſelf unto mul 
eor. 


* 


God's Favour to em: O, my People, remember whar Mic. vis * 
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re * Things chat. Moſes did, was to avenge the | . od J 


4 d, that Balaam the Son of ev. they ſlew with Nom, 200k 1 
the Sword. And, as if this ooght never to he fot·· 
| 1 


Reaſons. | Firſt, as a Direction to their perpetu ll I 


ye ma know the Righteouſneſs of the Lord; But,] 1 
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Fro This broyghr on a Plagye which was not 
4 to be heal'd,, till the Heads of the Men were hang d 
1 en before the Lord againſt the Sun; and the very 


1 Judges were to ſlay. every one” his Men. Aud * 
1 "TM to ſuch an Impudence had this Wickedneſs grown, 


. * * 4 Noe fy 


195 
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=: That whilſt the wy 7 ation were-Wrahung before the: iſ for 
ud, « Prince. of J confronts OWEN 4} 
_ Moabitiſh: omen in the ſight of the whole Alf 


bly. This carries Phineas into a noble Extrava- 
3 Sance, a Juſtice that waited for no Forms: He took: 
2 4 4 Favelin in bis hand, and ſtabb'd dem both:. We. 
en are told from whom the Infection came; bar the 
8 "Women of Moab caug d the Children of Iſrael 10 treſ⸗ 
3 5 x, pg againſt the Lord un the matter of Heec. ei zi 208. 
is the, that Enemies have done our Country, 1 
1 more harm, than by all their Plots, and Pr 
13 ſions, and Battles. For the laſt Fifty - ſeven N bart 
= they have ſpread Debauchery through the Nation: 
VB mw \- Becauſe of. ſmearing the Land mourns.|\>It. is-alſ full; 
1 of Adulterers, 30 plage is clean, but 4 ſhameful. 
= * upon all aur Glory. Thete are 4 Ser of Men 
w bo never inſinuate themſelves idtb the Favour of 
Kings and Queens for any other end, than to pol- 
late the Ordinances of God, and violate the Rights, 
4 of human Nature: And when Princes are too wiſe 
and good to be the Tools of Church-Tyranny, 
= theſe are the Order that deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak! 
| $ ". - evghof Dignities, This was long ago a Crime in 
© Rey. 14, the Chriſtian, Church. Then haſt. there with thee 
A thaſe that hold the Doctrine of . Balaam, who taugbt 
= Balak te caſt a ſtumbling · block before. the Chillren of. 
= . Iſrael, 20 ear things. ſacrific'd to Idols, and to commit 
= 85 n Aud, is it by theſe Immoralities that 


3 their Cauſe ſhall proſper? O my: Soul !/ come not thou 
a thei geri. They, have tau after the Errar 
"Ba lor a Reward,” Ur dene uns ma» 
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their Writers, — the p a warn] 
— ans bo 115 on hal th they ſna be — 10 ho, 
it they tr V d d this agal8, 1 ey muſt 
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the Rider maya ſecond time l F 2014 
3. In this 2Mytioy they make 3 rie- 
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+ eh Prieſt, but be that ſaid unto bim, Thou art my. \. 9 
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